[The development of the early genital anlage and its significance for the development of the large intestine--studies of rat embryos].
The morphology of infraumbilical malformations suggests that the development of the genital anlage is of great importance for the embryology of the cloaca. In rat embryos the development of the genital anlage is documented using scanning electron microscopy. This documentation suggests that the genital anlage develops in three phases. Of these, the development of the unpaired glandular hillock seems to be especially important. The genital anlage affects the development of the cloaca in two ways: firstly its ventral growth causes a ventral shifting of the greater part of the cloaca into the region of the genitalia and secondly the cloaca gains its definite position through the development and growth of the glandular hillock.